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peace,’’ and Vel heeded his marching 
orders. She was arrested at a rally at 
the burned-out NAACP Freedom 
House, the site of a previous night’s re-
taliatory firebombing. Two weeks be-
fore Dr. King’s assassination, the Mil-
waukee Common Council passed the 
open housing bill. 

In 1971, Vel Phillips was appointed 
Wisconsin’s first African-American 
judge. In 1978, she again reached an-
other milestone with her election as 
secretary of state, first statewide office 
held by an African American. Now, at 
81, Vel continues to make a difference 
in Milwaukee, and it is a privilege to 
call her a friend. 

Vel Phillips is a distinguished figure 
in the progress of the civil rights move-
ment in Wisconsin. Her life of firsts 
and steadfast determination to make a 
difference is an inspiration to me and a 
reminder of the need to advance and 
protect the civil rights of all Ameri-
cans as we celebrate Black History 
Month.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING ERIC A. ORSINI 

∑ Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I’m ex-
tremely proud to recognize a dedicated 
American who has retired after 64 
years of service to the United States 
Army. This month, Mr. Eric A. Orsini 
of Stafford, VA, departed Government 
work at the age of 87. 

Mr. Orsini began his service to coun-
try as a private in the Army in 1941. 
During World War II, he was highly 
decorated, earning the Bronze Star, the 
Silver Star and the Purple Heart in 
combat which included fighting in the 
Battle of the Bulge. Upon retiring from 
the military as a Colonel with 30 years 
of service, Mr. Orsini began working as 
a Senior Executive in the Department 
of the Army, where he would spend an 
additional 34 years, specializing in im-
proving logistics support to our sol-
diers. 

Today, I wish Mr. Orsini the best in 
his well-deserved retirement. I’m 
pleased to hear that he will now finally 
have the opportunity to improve his 
golf game, go fishing more often and 
spend more time with his family. 

It is truly an honor to recognize a 
fellow Virginian for his distinguished 
service as both a soldier and a govern-
ment civil servant. Mr. Orsini, your 
country thanks you for your coura-
geous and meritorious work in the 
name of freedom.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING LTC DANIEL L. 
ROBEY 

∑ Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize LTC Daniel 
Lance Robey for his military service 
and leadership. LTC Robey recently re-
tired after serving 19 years in the U.S. 
Army Reserve as a Judge Advocate and 
Civil Affairs Officer. 

A Fairfax county native, Lieutenant 
Colonel Robey graduated from W.T. 
Woodson High School, received his B.A. 
degree from Lebanon Valley College 

and then went on to receive his J.D. 
from George Mason University School 
of Law. During his military service, he 
has received numerous decorations and 
awards, including the Purple Heart 
after serving in the Vietnam War, the 
Bronze Star Medal, three Meritorious 
Service Medals and four Army Com-
mendation Medals and recently, the 
Legion of Merit. 

Earlier in his military judicial ca-
reer, LTC Robey was deployed to Bos-
nia in support of Operation Joint En-
deavor as an International Law Officer. 
Recently, he was a part of the U.S. 
Army Special Operations Command 
and was deployed to Baghdad in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom as a 
Civil Affairs Officer. 

Lieutenant Colonel Robey currently 
works in Fairfax County as a litigator. 
He and his wife, Lisa, live in Reston. 
He has three sons, Brian, Kevin and 
Matthew. Among his military peers, 
the Lieutenant Colonel is regarded as a 
‘‘legend’’ and surely will be missed in 
his retirement from the service. Today, 
I congratulate him on his outstanding 
performance of meritorious service to 
the Armed Forces of the United States 
and wish him well in his future endeav-
ors.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting nominations which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORT CONCERNING THE PLAN 
FOR SECURING NUCLEAR WEAP-
ONS, MATERIAL, AND EXPER-
TISE OF THE STATES OF THE 
FORMER SOVIET UNION—PM 4 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with section 1205 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–314), I 
am providing a report prepared by my 
Administration on implementation 
during 2003 of the plan for securing nu-
clear weapons, material, and expertise 
of the states of the former Soviet 
Union. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 8, 2005. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:59 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 315. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse at 300 North Hogan Street, 
Jacksonville, Florida, as the ‘‘John Milton 
Bryan Simpson United States Courthouse’’. 

H.R. 548. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘Tony Hall Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse’’. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 315. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse at 300 North Hogan Street, 
Jacksonville, Florida, as the ‘‘John Milton 
Bryan Simpson United States Courthouse’’; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

H.R. 548. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘Tony Hall Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–644. A communication from the Regula-
tion Coordinator, Centers for Beneficiary 
Choices, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medicare Program; 
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit’’ 
(RIN0938–AN08) received on January 25, 2005; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–645. A communication from the Regula-
tion Coordinator, Centers for Beneficiary 
Choices, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medicare Program; 
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit’’ 
(RIN0938–AN08) received on January 25, 2005; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–646. A communication from the Federal 
Register Certifying Officer, Financial Man-
agement Service, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Offset of Tax Refund 
Payments to Collect States Income Tax Ob-
ligations’’ (RIN1510–AA78) received on Janu-
ary 25, 2005; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–647. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Look Through Cer-
tain Cases’’ (Rev. Rul. 5005–7) received on 
January 25, 2005; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–648. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Life Insurance Con-
tract Defined’’ (Rev. Rul. 2005–6) received on 
January 25, 2005; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–649. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Publications and Regulations Branch, 
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